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TIME 100 Olympic Medal Count
Andre Agassl (gold), Lance Armstrong
(bronze), Joey Cheek (silver, bronze) and
LeBron James (bronze)

Mia Farrow.

The actress forced the world
to pay attention to the killings in Darfur
By Paul Rusesabagina
WHEN I VISITED DARFUR IN JANUARY

2005, I noticed that what was

happening
there was exactly like what had hap
pened in my country, Rwanda, between
1990 and '94. As the genocide raged in
Rwanda, the rest of the world turned
a blind eye. There was no help from
the international community, and no
hope. When I heard that people like Mia
Farrow were standing up for the people
in Darfur, it gave me hope.
During those troubled times, when I
was working at the Mille Collines Hotel
in Kigali, doing what I could to help
the people there from becoming the
genocide's next victims, I desperately
hoped for someone in the outside world
to pay attention to our plight. Farrow, 63,
is that someone for the people of Darfur,
especially the children.
She is saving people who have lost
everything. People ~ithout food, with

out water. Children.)Vithout schools;
children without parents. Women who
have lost their homes, women who
cannot gather firewood without being
raped by the janjaweed militia.
For her work on behalf of these
people, for her many years of hard work
as a UNICEF goodwill ambassador, for
her efforts to get China and the rest of
the world to stop supporting the govern
ment of Stldan and to pay attention to
the genocide in Darfur, I salute her.
At a time in her life when many
would be resting on their laurels,
Farrow has chosen the path of activism
by championing those who are most
in need. Her humanitarian work sets a
shining example for what each of us can
do in our own lives to change the world.

Andre
Agassi.
Tennis was just a
warm-up for this star's
ambitious career
By Andy Roddick
"From what we get, we can make

a living; what we give, however,
Rusesabaglna helped save 1,268 Rwandans
at his hotel during the genocide

makes a life." -Arthur Ashe
Arthur could well have been talk
ing about Andre Agassi. We are all
aware of his tennis accomplishments,
the brilliance and flash of his career.
It's impossible to forget his epic U.S.
Open victories, and also-though he
might want us to forget-the mullet
and acid-washed jeans. But the greater
challenge for an athlete is to have a
positive impact away from the cameras.
I've been privileged to witness firsthand
Andre, 38, do just that.
When I was 17 years old, we were
on a flight together. I was very nervous,
but Andre was kind and encouraged
me to ask him questions. When I asked
about his biggest regret, I expected
some answer related to our profession.
Instead he said it was not starting his
charitable foundation earlier. I was
shocked that a person who has set
such a high bar for athletic philanthropy
still felt like he could do more. But that
is Andre.
There are most likely plenty of
kids at Andre Agassi College Prepara
tory Academy, a model K-12 charter
school for disadvantaged children in
Las Vegas, who have never watched a
match of his. I promise you that Andre
could not care less. He would rather
be viewed as the man who gives them
dreams and opportunities.
Roddick is the No.1 U.S. tennis player
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Lance
Armstrong.
This remarkable athlete
taught cancer patients
like me how to keep
upthe fight
By Elizabeth Edwards
THERE IS NO ONE ELSE QUITE LIKE HIM.

And there probably never will be. The
best cyclist ever, Lance Armstrong
won the sport's premier event, the Tour
de France, an almost incomprehensible
seven times from 1999 to 2005. But
before he could do that, in 1996 he had
to beat back a cancer that was sup
posed to take his life. Testicular cancer
had spread to his abdomen, lungs and
brain. Grim-faced doctors told him he
had no chance. But no chance were not
words that had meaning for Lance.
He spearheaded the Lance Arm
strong Foundation, which made a
yellow plastic loop a statement of re
sistance and strength across the entire
planet. Like Lance himself, his foun
dation looks for the next horizon. It
advocates for those living with cancer,
funds research, inspires the cancer
community to support each other and
is collectively stronger than anyone of
us could be alone. Maybe team cycling
taught him this, or maybe Lance, 36, is
what you see.
Lance took a minor sport in Amer
ica and turned it into a great national
passion and a great national pride.
And he did it by struggling for years,
alone on a bike often in unforgiving
weather, over terrain that most of us
would view as hostile, when no one
was watching, no one was cheering.
He inspired all of us who face a can
cer diagnosis to search out the doctors
who believe that we can live, to hold on
to those friends and family who stand
beside our bed-and then to fight to
prove the faith of those friends and the
beliefs ofthose doctors well founded.
After Lance, no one ofus could ever
again say it was too hard, the odds
stacked against us were too high, the
fight already lost. The fight Lfight is for
me and my family, but the power to
fight belongs in good measure to Lance.
Edwards is mother to four, wife of John
Edwards and an author living with cancer
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TIME 100 Power Spouses
The Wrights, at left, Join Bill and Hillary
Clinton, Bill and Melinda Gates, and
Stewart Butterfield and Caterina Fake

Peter ~abriel.

The musician who keeps finding new
ways to bring justice tothe world
By Archbishop 'Emeritus Desmond Tutu
I DID NOT KNOW PETER GABRIEL FROM A BAR OF SOAP

Bob &
Suzanne
Wright.
How one family's crisis
helped put autism on the
planet's health agenda
By Tom Brokaw
When Bob and Suzanne Wright learned
that one of their grandchildren had re
ceived a diagnosis of autism, it would
have been easy for them to use their
wealth and contacts from Bob's former
post as CEO of NBC to arrange for the
best private care and worry only about
their own family.
Instead, typically, they worried
about all the families with children who
have autism. They decided to devote
themselves to raising awareness about
autism and greatly expanding the r~
search into its causes and treatment.
Together Bob, 65, and Suzanne, 61,
launched Autism Speaks, which quickly
became a global crusade against this
mysterious and debilitating condition.
They successfully pressed Congress
to allocate more research money. They
convened the best experts in the field.
They raised millions of dollars from their
friends at events across the U.S. And
they successfully lobbied the United
Nations to place autism on the global
health agenda.
For those of us who have known Bob
and Suzanne for a long time, none of
this came as a surprise. The products
of modest beginnings, they have never
taken their good fortune for granted. In
their devotion to -family and their faith,
they always ask, "How can we help?"
When it comes to autism, they won't
quit until we have some answers.

when I met him for the first time on his friend Sir Richard
Branson's Necker Island in the Virgin IslaZlds. But within
moments, he had charmed me. I heard him sing his Biko,
which still moves me to tears each time I hear it, as we
stood round the piano he was playing. He volunteered to
give me my first swimming lessons and was a great hit
with two of my grandchildren who met him there.
What is his secret? He has a heart-in our part of the
world, we would give him our highest accolade and say,
"He has ubuntu." It is that marvelous quality that speaks
of compassion and generosity, about sharing, about hos
pitality. Peter founded WOMAD (World of Music, Arts and
Dance), presenting 50 festivals in more than 40 countries
and conducting workshops in schools around the globe. He
is a passionate human-rights advocate who participated in
the 1988 Human Rights Now tour, and he co-founded Wit
ness, which provides cameras and computers to activists.
In 2007 he and Branson co-founded the Elders, which
Nelson Mandela and his wife Grac;a Machellaunched
in Johannesburg on Mandela's 89th birthday. With our
world battered by so many problems-ethnic conflict,
oppression of women and children, climate change
their idea was that a group of eminent people would
serve as Elders for our global village. A dozen of us
including Kofi Annan, President Jimmy Carter and Fer
nando Cardoso (with an empty chair for Aung San Suu
Kyi of Burma)-have accepte~ their offer and challenge.
Peter, 58, has received many awards, including the
Man of Peace award given by Nobel Peace laureates. He
has ubuntu, and he deserves this latest accolade richly.
Bishop Tutu, the former Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984

Brokaw, an NBC News special correspon
dent, is a former NBC Nightly News anchor

67 •

..

